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Hebrew Academy Goes o the Zoo
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Ms. Katy asked some of the students what they liked best about their field trip to the Tampa Zoo at Lowry Park.
Everyone really enjoyed the Safari! Here are some of the other things we will always remember about that day:

NOSSON - THE AMERICAN ALLIGATOR

SHNEUR - THE RED WOLF AND AMERICAN ALLIGATOR

ARIK - THE SLEEPING BEAR, FIGHTING MONKEYS, AND
THE AVIARY

YOSEF - THE MONKEYS FIGHTING, THE ALLIGATOR, AND
THE MACAW FLY-OVER

DANIEL - BEING WITH FRIENDS




MEYER - THE MACAW FLY-OVER
MOSHE CHAIM - THE ORANGUTANS
SIMCHA - THE KOMODO DRAGON
DOVID - ALL THE ANIMALS

MAYA - THE MANATEE

1 SHOLOM - SPREADING YIDDISHKEIT
NISSI L - EVERYTHING!
ROCHEL - MANATEES AND GORILLAS

B W
o ‘ RUNYA - MANATEES

. NAOMI - ALL THE ANIMALS



MS. LYNN SAYS THAT HER CLASS LIKED THE BABOONS AND ORANGUTANS

MS. SIERRA - WATCHING THE GIRAFFES EAT

RABBI ZALMAN - TIME WITH MY STUDENTS AND
RABBI YOSSI

MORAH NISSIM - THE MACAW FLY-OVER

MS. DANIELLE - THE OKAPI (COUSIN OF THE
GIRAFFE)

MS. KATY - MOMMY ORANGUTAN CARRYING HER
BABY AROUND



A Street-Lamp-Lighter

By Arik Yarmush

A man has a torch in his hand. Right ~ * . “# ji

before darkness, he goes to the lamp ? | E |

pole and lights it on fire. Now you're Ik 2ih ’“’ lez
probably thinking of a bandit; but I'm ——f§— 75— —=
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talking about a Street-Lamp Lighter.
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A Street-Lamp Lighter? What's a (.
Street-Lamp Lighter? A Street-Lamp [EESgEs====g=

Lighter is a person who would go =

=

around and light lamp poles, right
before it got dark (which in the olden
days weren't auto-lighted).

In the times of The Yom Kippur War (see more about the Yom
Kippur war at history.com), in a letter to children, the Rebbe
said that each child should light up the days of Chanukah with
Mitzvos (good deeds) and that would light up the whole year.
We should all be an example to everyone about Mitzvos; and
when we do that, we are like a lamplighter who lights up a
street. We light up the people with Mitzvos. Chanukah



symbolizes this when we light a candle every night to light up
the world. The Rebbe once said that he heard from his
father-in-law (The Freidike Rebbe) that his father was asked
“what is a Chosid (follower of a Rebbe)"? Rabbi Sholom Dovber
(the Freidike Rebbe's father) answered that a Chosid is a
street lamp lighter, who would go and light another Yid's mwi
(Neshama, soul). In other words, bring him closer to
Yiddishkeit (Judaism) even if he's overseas or very far away
you could always bring him to Yiddishkeit.'

We should apply this to our daily lives
and we should all be lamplighters to find
another Neshama and bring them closer
to Yidishkeit. Even if they are very far
away from Yiddishkeit, we can still bring

them back. If we all bring everyone to
Yiddishkeit, we will make a roaring flame of Judaism and that
will bring Moshiach NOW!!!

1. For more information go to chabad.org
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13 Chanukah Facts Everyone Should Know

By Nocson Rubashkin

Do you know & lot abovt Chanukah?

This week I'm going to tell you 13 factc everyone chould know abovt Chanukkah.

——
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1. We have eight days of Chanukah. M/Ay? Becauvse over
2,000 years ago the Syrian breeks conquered Ierael. The
Greeks defiled the Beit Hamikdach (Holy Temple). After we beat
the Greeks in war, we went to the Beit Hamikdash and fixed it
up. When it was time to light the menorah (they lit the
menorah everyday in the Beit Hamikdash), they couldn’t find
any jug with the Kohen badole (High Priest) stamp. So, they
continved cearching and they found one jug with the seall They
knew the oil would last only one day but they lit the menorah
anyway. Hachem (6-d) caused a miracle and the oil lasted
eight days (the amount of time it took to get new oil).

There ic another reason why we light the menorah for eight
days. Seven representc the world. There are seven days of the

week, ceven clascical planets, ceven musical notes, and the

world was creafed in ceven days. After the number ceven there ic the number eight. We are all

used to ceven. Seven ic our ‘comfort zone'. So on Chanukah we leave our “comfort zone” and we

light eight candles. For more information abovt menorahs, be cure to read Maya'e article!

2. We light the Chanukah candles after dark. Why? Becavse we light the menorah to cpread light
and it'c eacier to cee the light from the candles in the dark.

3. Chanukah ic the only Jewish holiday that is not mentioned in the Torah. Why? Becavsce the men of

the great acsembly cealed the canon two centuries before the Chanukah miracle.



4. We eat potato latkee fried in oil to remind ug of the miracle of the oil. But there ic another thing
that we have on Chanukah... cheese. Why do we eat cheese on Chanubah? Becavse there was a
brave woman by the name of Yehudit. She gave cheese and wine when che killed the enemies

General of the Army. For more information about this story, read the article written by Daniel M.

5. There was a debate abovt how we light the menorah. Beic Hille! (Houce of Hillel) caid that we add
another candle everyday (like we do nowadays) becavse we want to add light. On the other cide,
Beic Shammai (House of Shammai) cays you start with eight candles and everyday we take away

oneg.

6. Who were the Jews expelled by-the Syrians, Greeks, or Hellewists? All of the above. After the death
of Alexander the Great, his empive was broken into
o parte. There was a group of Jews called the Hellewized
| Jews who helped the Syriane and they were a greater
threat to the Jews than the Syrians. Why? Becavse
the Syrian Greeks wanted to destroy our bodies but
the Hellenicts wanted to destroy our Judaism. For

more of thic ctory, be cure to read Dovidc article.

2. On the first night of Chanukah, candles were lit afl over the courtyard of the temple to cpread
light out of the holiest place on Earth.

8. Most Jewish Holidays can only begin on Monday, Tuecday, Thursday, or Shabbat. But Chanukeh
can etart on any day of the week other thawn Juecday becavce the month after Chanukoh can

have either 29 or 30 days.

9. Everyone knows that the heroes of the ctory are the
Maccabeec. That'e true, but they alco did comething
tervible. Yehuda and his family were priests o they were
cuppoced to work in the Holy Temple. Yehuda's cuccessors
took the rulerchip for themeelvee when the rulerchip chould
have belonged to King David'e descendants.




170. Avraham Genin, for most of his life, lit his menorah in the privacy of his home. Even though he

was a coldier in the red army and lost his fost, he made a public menoroh lighting in the Kremflin
Palace.

11. In December of 1993, the Endeavour went to space to help the Hubble Space Telescope. One of
the actronauts was Jeffrey Hoffman. He knew he would be ctuck in cpace over Chanubah co he
brought a dreidel and a travel electric menorah co he was able to celebrate Chanukah in cpace.

Through live eatellite communication he wiched everybody a Happy Chanukah.

12. The most common custom ic to ight your menorah by the window to chow light to the outside
world. We light the menorah on the opposite side of the mezuzah co we are currovnded by Mitzvos.

73. The purpoce of the menorah ic to cpread light to ac many people as possible. In recent years the
mitzvah of mensrah has vippled out even further than just lighting in our homes and in the

Synagogue.

I cpoke with come of my friends to learn their feelings about Chanubah. T acked them to tell me what
Chanubah means to them and what they enjoyed most abovt the holiday.

Arik: “Tt vreminds me to alwaye be a lamplighter to help a nishama. and bring it to Yiddichkeit (Judaiom).”
“T enjoy lighting my own menorah cince we only do it & times a year and I eat latkes and doughnuts only
on Chanukeh.”

Dawiel: “To spread light.” ‘T enjoy all the parties and watching people enjoy latkes.”

Sholom: “ We need to work to cpread light” ‘T enjoy the donute”

Dovid: ‘A happy and enjoyable holiday” ‘Everything”

Tzvi: “Tt meane the holiday of light and to spewd time with family and friends and remember the
Maccabeee who fought for our own cake and we won and also to remember the miracle of the jar of oil
that lasted for eight days and alco to do mivizoim and chare the light and the story of Chanukah to
everyone and have a happy and fun Chanukah."What I enjoy abovt Chanukah is the donute, Chanukah
gelt. going to heritage night, having parties, and being with friends.”

Emet: “Tin excited that the Greeks were conquered by the Maccabees.” ‘T enjoy lighting the menorah and
eating latkes.”

IF you want to know more abovt Chanukah go to Chabad.org. This ic where I got most of my information.
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Chanukah Flame

By Sholom Rubashkin

Why is Chanukah 8 days? Because the oil lasted
8 days.

¥{ We light the menorah for 8 days. Every night we,

light a new one. We sing songs. While your

Menorah is lit just for 30 minutes, don’t worry
you're not dancing that long, you're just singing
before you light it. You light it with your shamesh and you have 8 other candles. All the
other candles should be on the same level, otherwise it is not Kosher. We light the

menorah in a holy way.

Here is a story that happened on Chanukah.

There was once a time when jews were expected to serve idols. Some of us hid and
whenever we learned Torah, we would learn it in a cave; and whenever and they made
rules like no shabbos, no bris milah, no Yom Tov, and no learning Torah. If we did that
.then they would kill you, chos visholom (god forbid). Someone named Matisyahu
stood up and killed a Greek and later he died. This happened because the Greeks
hated the Jewish people.

Chanukah is one of the longest holidays. And the best thing is | love lighting the

menorah, going to events and getting Chanukah gelt.



Spinning Dreidels
By Chana

Why did the dreidel go to
the doctor?

His head was spinning!

Why do we play dreidel?

When the Greeks ruled the Holy Land, they didn’t let the Jews learn Torah.
They also didn’t let the Jews keep Shabbos. The Jewish children would hide in
caves to learn Torah in secret. When the Greeks came, the Yidden would hide
the scrolls and play with tops. They played dreidel as we do today.

‘What is a dreidel?

A classic dreidel has 4 sides. Some are made out of wood or plastic and some
are clay. Did you know that 1 (uw) 3 (gimeD 71 (hay) w (shin) really means, “a
great miracle happened there?” In Israel, the last letter w is changed to o which
changes the meaning to “a great miracle happened HERE."

How to get started:

In addition to a dreidel you will need...

nuts, pennies, nickels, chocolate, and coins, or just about anything else to play
for. All players sit around the playing area. Everyone takes a turn spinning the
dreidel. My favorite part of playing dreidel is eating the coins that I get.



Rules of The Dreidel (Game

Nun is nothing nun stands for the Gimel you get the whole pile
yiddish word “nul” which
which means zero

Hey you get half hey stands for halb |Shin you put 1 in the middle

(iddish for Shin is for shenk that means “give.”
“half”).

i J

Right now in Music class we are learning how to sing the Dreidel song
while using sign language with our hands.

If you would like to learn how to use sign language to sing the Dreidel song,
here is a link to a video you can watch:

The Dreidel Song in ASL
https:/www.613tube.com/watch?v=93uGIF6gmOk






Menorahs
By Maya. Sasser

Chanukah is a holiday celebrated by Jews around the world. This article

will tell you about why we light the menorah, and why we celebrate
Chanukah.

When do I light?
On Chanukah we light the candles in the Menorah (Holder). This year we
will light the first candle on
Sunday December 18.

What about on Shabbos? When
do we light after the sun goes
down?

On Friday we have to light
before it starts to get dark
because you can’t light candles
on Shabbos.







